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CHAPTER TEN

PSYCHOLOGY AND THINGS OCCULT

WE spent a most enjoyable evening on the farm, and rested well,
to awaken in the morning feeling refreshed. When we had eaten,
we made our way down to the piggery, where the Knight Com-
mander made many observations. Amongst the many that he
made I must recall this: "The pig is obstinacy personified: place
a rope around its hind leg and draw it backwards and it will
instantly go forward. Most weak men and women portray this
characteristic feature. They reveal their smallness of mind. A
great mind can lead and be led!^

As we were leaving the piggery the Sage noticed a curious
sight: he pointed to a man lying in a hammock in a profound
sleep; he asked what might this state be? The farmer informed
us that this servant was an addict to the taking of Daggah or
Haschisch (sometimes spelt Haschish or Hashish). The Knight
Commander mused upon its benefits and its dangers, saying:

"Hashish is known in England as Cannabis Indica and is the only
drug I know of which can in any way simulate the hypnotic state;

apart from the second or 'going under' stage of chloroform
narcosis as an anaesthetic. In Hashish intoxication the suggestion
is simply a natural sensory expression received spontaneously and
greatly exaggerated. The addict sees a small sheet of water and
in his dreams it becomes a magnificent river, a vast lake or a
boundless ocean. He hears a gramophone playing nearby and
imagines himself listening to the orchestra at Bayreuth. A slight
noise made by someone turning over the pages of a book is
imagined to be a thunderstorm. Post-hashish suggestions (as with
post-hypnotic suggestions) have been carried out without the
person being conscious of the previous command. Moments seem
like hours, and the visions are pleasant but sensuous.

"People frequently do not reali2e that the brain is a double
organ both anatomically and physiologically: though in normal
life the two hemispheres are so functionally associated that they
act as one; such cases as those I have seen seem to show what most
observers are agreed in concluding, that under certain conditions
the partnership may be dissolved and one side may act independently
of the other.

"The dissociation of the two sides of the brain and the trans-
ference of preponderating influence from the one to the other,